AMONG FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

to think clearly. Let the subject be perfectly under-
stood, and a man will soon find words to convey his
meaning to others. Blair, whose lectures are greatly and
justly admired, advises a practice well worthy of being
observed. It is to take a page of some approved writer
and read it over repeatedly until the matter, not the
words, be fully impressed on the mind. Then write, in
your own language, the same matter. A comparison of
the one with the other will enable you to remark and
correct your own defects. This course may be pursued
after having made some progress in composition. In
the commencement, the student ought carefully to repe-
ruse what he has written, correct, in the first instance,
every error of orthography and grammar. A mistake
in either is unpardonable. Afterwards revise and im-
prove the language.

I am pleased with both your pieces of composition.
The subjects are well chosen and of the deepest interest.
Happiness is pursued by all, though too many mistake
the road by which the greatest good is to be success-
fully followed. Its abode is not always in the palace or
the cottage. Its residence is the human heart, and its
inseparable companion is a quiet conscience. Of this,
Religion is the surest and safest foundation. The in-
dividual who turns his thoughts frequently to an om-
nipotent omniscient and all perfect being, who feels his
dependence on, and his infinite obligations to that be-
ing will avoid that course of life which must harrow up
the conscience.

Marshall was usually most scrupulous to steer
clear of partisan politics both in his letters and ia